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Certification Creates More Millionaires 

 

Percentage of Businesses by Income Category  
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A comparison of the revenues for businesses that are certified versus businesses that are 

not certified by the Department of Small and Local Business Development (DSLBD) 

indicates that approximately twenty percent (1 in 5) of businesses that are certified earned 

$5 million in annual revenues while only nine percent of businesses that are not certified 

earned $5 million in annual revenues.  The above graph shows that a higher percentage of 

businesses that are certified earn more revenues than businesses that are not certified by 

DSLBD.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duane M. Kokesch is the former General Counsel for the Department of Small and Local 

Business Development (DSLBD).  While working for DSLBD, he was the principle 

author of the rules and regulations governing certification of local businesses.  Mr. 

Kokesch formed district business advisors llc to assist local businesses become certified 

which can increase their revenues, as indicated above. 

 

Mr. Kokesch holds a Juris Doctorate in Law, a Masters in Business Administration, a 

Masters of Science degree, and a Bachelors degree. 


